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5. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCheck as many boxes as apply) Category of PropertyCheck onlpne box)
[X] Private [X] Building(s)
[] Publiclocal [] District
[] Publicstate [] site
[] Publicfederal [] Structure
[] Object
Number of Resources within Proper{ipo not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontibuting
1 0 Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Regist N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.) Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions.)
RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater RECREATION AND CULTURE: theater
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural ClassificationEnter categories from instructions.)
Late 19" and Early 20 Century American Movements: Commercial Style

Materials (enter categories from instructions.) Foundation: Concrete, Wa: Brick & Clay Tile Blocks, Roof: Woc
Principal exterior materials of the property: Frame with Metal Roofing




United Staes Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 1800 OMB No. 10240018
Zorn Theatre Dundy County, Nebraska

Name of Property County and State

Description

Summary Paragraph

The Zorn Theatre is located at 706 Chief Street, across from the Dundy County Courthouse in Benkelman, Nebraska.
Designed by the owner, Edward Zorn, thaélding was constructed in 1921028 by general contractor C. J. Erickson. Mr.
%2NYyQa AyiSyiadrzy gta G2 3IABS .Sy1StYly | GKSIFGSNI-da-dzA £ RAY
the-line in theater construction.

The theater buildinghibits a simple form in line with the style of opart commercial architecture. The front facade is

faced with brick and modest brick detailing that matches the vernacular of the downtown. Most of the defining detailing
was on the interior of the theaterThe main theater space, including around the stage, was originally detailed with art deco
elements.

The building is a single screen theater with a-gtmy apartment attached to the back. The front of the building contains a
lobby, public lounge, tickeoffice, concession area, and public restrooms. The main theater is at the center of the building
with a raked floor sloped down towards the stage. The back of the building consists of a couple of rooms that originally
served as living quarters but arercently used by a beauty shop.

Today, the building is known as the Benkelman Cultural Arts Center, which was established in 1979 when a group of citizens
saved the building and renovated it. The building remains in operation as a movie theater amiiesnt be used for
multi-purpose activities such as community plays, blue grass concerts, and special performances.

Narrative Description

Setting/Site
Located in the southwestern corner of Nebraska, the city of Benkelman serves as the county seatyo€bumnty. Situated

between Highway 34 to the northwest and a railroad to the southeast, the city is a short drive to both the Kansas and
Colorado borders. The downtown commercial district of Benkelman is a few blocks long and is located near the center of
the city. It is comprised of a mixture of modest brick and modern aluminum storefronts, and the county courthouse evokes
the Classical Revival styléThe Zorn Theatre is located on the north end of the commercial district, directly east of the
courthouse square. To the south is a historic gas station, built around 1931, that occupies the northeast corner of Chief and
East Seventh Streets. To the north are a few stalathe commercial buildings. Behind the theater to the east is an alley

and the City Murdipal Building.

The theater is a frestanding building on Chief Street, formerly Main Street. The building extends the full length of the lot

in the east/west direction; however, the north and south facades are setback slightly from the property Isyezabhdone

to allow for windows and doors on these facades. The location of the site was selected for its proximity to downtown and
its ample parking space for patrons as illustrated by the open lots on the 1931 Sanborn Map. An alley is located on the eas
side of the building and runs north/south through the block. The alley allows access to the apartment/shop on the east end
of the building.

Construction

¢KS GKSIGSNE | LILINE E andhlinBdtody building with a mezzarthe andl @éméent. Zhy Building

was constructed with a concrete foundation, exterior clay tile block walls, interior wood partitions, and a wood barrel vault
roof with steel bow trusses. The barrel vault roof is hidden behind the west fagade. The exterior walty dile blocks,
covered with sprayapplied stucco on the north side, brick on the front/west fagade, and an EIFS system on the south side
and portion of the east facade.

LINDENI . 8@Ay3 [2y3s a5dzyRe /[ 2dzyie /2dNIK2da$sé bl A2yl €
#89002237), Januan0, 1990.
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Exterior

Primary (West Facade)

The main body of the facade is clad in brown bttt in a
running bond. Facing Chief Street, the primary facade consist:
three bays: central, north and south. The central bay is forme
by a buffcolored brick segmental arch that frames a recessed
entry that is coated in plaster, contrasting with thack
cladding. Originally the recessed entry had a pair of wood
paneled doors with hallites and a single wood window directly
above, positioned in the projection room. On the north and
south sides of the recessed entry were separate commercial
entrances The doors into these spaces were wood with Hitds
above a solid recessed panel. All these doors were framed wit:
wood casing, in which the head casing extended past the side_
casing and angled at each end. Today, the recessed entry
remains centered othe west fagade and includes the main
entrance and separate commercial entrances into the north a
south commercial rooms. At an unknown date, the central pai
of doors was replaced with a pair of modern aluminum doors.
The north door has since been fitken place but retains its

Figue 1: Photo of the Zorn Theatre at its grand opening in

historic appearance. The south door has been replaced with aiggg.The Benkelman Post and News Chrontcfeebruary

fiberglass residential door, but the existing casing remains on the

exterior. The upper third of the central bay, above the main entry doors, was infilled when tlabpgojection room was
extended at an unknown date. This infill remainglace today, with the new wall recessed back slightly from the middle
arched opening. Three wood windows are centered near the top of this wall.

Centered within the north and sh bays, flanking the main entry, are large display windows articulated bycbldfed

brick segmental arches and brick rowlock sills. The windows are currently infilled with removable wood paneling and have
been transformed into movie poster boxes. Tdrehed, wood transoms have been covered on the exterior with a piece of
painted metal; however, from the interior, one can still see the vertical wood muntins at the mezzanine level within the
film storage room.

The simple fagade is framed on each sidihpilasters, composed of buff brick in a runnlnnmd thatextendpast the
parapet. The parapet on the west fagcade is
capped with three rowlock courses of buff brick
that form a segmental arch in the center that
spans thresfifths of the facade.

Origirally, the signage consisted of a small orna
aArAdy GKIFIG NBIFR a¥%hwbé
horizontal support above the main entry. That
aAdy o+ a NBLXIFOSR I Np
ardy GKFG NBFR da¥%hwbé
horizontally and included Iiding. A marquee
with a flat front was also added at the spring lind
2F (GKS SyGNER | NOKo® Ly
MpcnQazr (KS @GSNIAOI T
current marquee was installed. The current
marquee has a red and yellow color palette wit ! -
thS 62NR a¥%hwbé¢ | 02@S iFigure2: Photo showing updated marquee in the 1®iGPhoto courtesy of Arr
letters. Frederick.
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Side (South Fagade)

Originally, the south fagcade was painted clay tile block with six window
openings, two secondary entrances, and a wall opening for a mechanir
louver. Two of the window openinggere located near the front of the
theater, three spaced along the auditorium wall and one positioned
within the storage loft. At an unknown date, the three masonry openincg
into the auditorium were infilled. Then in 2007, a renovation took place
where anEIFS system was installed along the entire fagade covering tf
loft window. Left exposed were the two windows on the west end of the
wall and the two entrances on the east end. The large mechanical hoo
was also replaced in its existing location. To threxfast is a wood
double-hung window that opens into the office space. A smaller wood &
6AYR26 NBYIFIAYya Ay (KS ¢62YSyQa NI
remain towards the back of the theater. A pair of hollow metal doors,
serving as exionly doors, provide ecess from the auditorium space. TheFigure3: Photo showing updated marquee in the
entrance to the east is a modern fiberglass door that opens into the ~ 1at€ 1950s. Photo courtesy of Amy Frederick.
current beauty shop. Over this entrance is a kametal roof with two painted wood columns. Short, modern CMU block
walls wrap each side of a coete patio underneath this roof and help to define the beauty shop entrance.

Side (North Facade)

The north facade remains clay tile block covered with sjqaplied stucco. On the east end of the facade there is a window
that opens into the rear tenant sga that has been infilled with metal panels surrounding an AC unit. There are four more
windows on the east end, two of which are at ground level that formerly opened into the stage space, and two that opened
into the basement below the stage. They havecsibeen infilled with unknown material but remain visible due to their
protruding sills along the exterior. Similarly, there were four windows spaced along the fagade, three into the auditorium
and one into the northwest tenant space, that have all badilléd with an unknown material. There is also an exhaust

pipe on the west end of the fagade.

Rear (East Facade)

The east facade is comprised of two sections; a lower section abutting the rear property line, and an upper section set back
about twelve feé. The lower section is the massing of the original apartment while the upper section is the back wall of the
stage and outlines the barrel vault roof. Covering the lower section is a metal roof that slopes towards the alley.\Originall
this facade had twanasonry openings at the apartment level, a window opening with a brick rowlock sill on the south end
and a door opening towards the north end. The walls were painted clay tile blocks. During the 2007 renovation, the exterior
walls and window opening wemvered with an EIFS system, which remairslate today. The door opening remains
uncovered but has been infilled with painted wood siding at an unknown date. A painted, brick chimney is visible above the
barrel vault roof line and centered on the facade

Interior

The theater is made up of three sections: the front of house, the house, and the back of house. There are basements
underneath the front of house and the back of house that are mainly used for storage and mechanical systems. Above the
front of house is a mezzanine level that houses the projection room and equipment storage, and above the back of house is
a small storage loft.

First Floor (Main)

Having served the community for 92 years, the first floor of the theater has undergone few chargesituargely open

floor plan and ability to remain operating as a movie theater. The main entrance, centered on the west facade, consists of

two modern aluminum doors with full glass lites and opens directly into a small, front lobby. Once insittenaipa

AINBSGSR o0& Gg2 2FFaSG OFraSR 2LISyAy3a G2 GKS Shad GkKrdG €S
openings is a wood framed display to advertise the feature film or event. On the south side of the front lobby is the ticket
window, which projects into the space in the form of a full height cylinder formed by painted vertical wood boards. Across

the room to the north is a large cased opening that provides access into the north tenant space.
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The north tenant space occupiestinorthwest corner of the building and retains its original rectangular footprint.

Originally designed as rentable commercial space, it is unclear if the large cased opening on the south wall is ora@gnal or w
modified over time to provide direct accesstiveen the tenant space and the front lobby. In 1948 this room began to be

used for concessions and a new serving window was added in the east wall and framed with flat wood casing. On the west
gLttt Aad GKS LINRAYINE Tl ol RS uaelslsaligtiirs the ghaking Rrvasof thedéngld wodk asg A (i K
aKdzi 6 SNE FYyR Oly 0SS 2LSYySR (G2 | 00Saa GKS 6AyR2¢g | yR dzas
acoustical ceiling tile and grid system, which aligns with the bottom of tbieeak transom window. Today this space serves

as a lounge and is decorated with movie posters.

GKS GA01SG 2FFAO0
i N

{ L) O0S&a &az2dzik 2F¥ GKS ¥FN S
§ BaliNR2YOD

yi t200e& AyOf dzR
stairs leading up to the projectip NRB 2 Y Z N

P
YR GKS 62YSyQa

¢tKS GAO1SG 2FFAOS Aa | avrfft yINNRg NB2Y (KIFG SEGSYRa ¥N
continues from the hall through the ticket office. The walls are painted white, along with tlebbard and trim

throughout. The ticket office has stained wood trim and a counter halfway up with room for a stool below. At the west end

of the room is a painted, twipanel wood door that leads to the office. On the rigtgnd side of the ticket windovgithe

original 1952 rheostat control, which enables staff to raise and lower the brilliance of the auditorium lights.

The south tenant space occupies the southwest corner of the building and retains its original rectangular footprint. It now
servesasthéd KSIF GSNJ YIyIF3SNRa 2FFAOSD ¢KS LidzNLX S OF NLISG O2y i Ayd
the color scheme changes from purple and gold to blue and magenta. The baseiisch &ikie baseboard, and the

window and door trims are blueaod trim. The office retains a taller ceiling height with modern drywall on the ceiling with

a small piece of wood crown molding around the perimeter. On the north wall is the fiberglass residential door that leads to

the entry bay. This door has a whitaipted historic wood casing around it. There is also a piece of blue trim about five feet

off the ground. On the west wall is the arched window matching the one in the north tenant space. On the south wall is a

wood double hung window with blue trim andsél height of about four and a half feet.

CKS 62YSyQa NBaidNR2Y Aa ONR1SYy Ayid2 (62 NhRimgadhafdioyThEy i NE
entry has a red tile floor with a sirch, dark purple painted wood baseboard and whitdlszarhe doorway into the water

closet has purple painted mortised casing and a half decorative door that is painted purple and white to match. The water
closet has a concrete floor and a modern suspended acoustical tile ceiling. The walls are paietedthial purple

baseboard. A small wood window with blue trim is centered on the south wall. The fixtures are not historic.

¢tKS YSyQa NBaidNR2Y A& 2y GKS y2NIK SyR 2F GKS t260éd Li
baseboard hat is profiled at the top, and a painted single panel wood door. The fixtures are not historic.

Throughout the frontof-house facilities, the colors of gold and purple are used as a palette. Most of the walls have a dark
purple, painted wainscot with thlpainted baseboard and a pajellow painted chair rail. Above the chair rail, the wall is
finished with a gold fabric wallpaper. The floor is covered with modern carpet and the ceilings are primarily modern
drywall. Each door opening is framed with bist wood casing, with the head casing extending past the side casing and
angled at each end.

tKS O2yO0Saairzy KIFft Aa tf2y3 FYR YINNRg gAlGK | 00Saa G2 (K
the south end. A concession stand is ceatbalong the east wall of the hall. The west wall of the concession hall was once
the back of the auditorium.

The carpet from the entry continues throughout the lobby and is used to cover the baseboard of the concession stand. The
ceiling is a 2x4 drogpeiling that is lower than the entry ceiling. The-isigh baseboard from the entry is copied on this west

wall as well and is painted pajellow, except for where the dark purple strip is, where it is painted dark purple to match.

The typical door casing also used in this room. On the west wall, there are the two openings from the entry, along with

two doors on the south end of the lobby. The southernmost door is apfareeled painted wood door that leads into a

wooden staircase to the basement. Adiadt to this door is a haflfieight threepaneled painted wood door that leads into

the ticket office. The casing for these doors is different as the head casing continues across both openings and turns the

6
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corner and continues across the south wall, daudplas an accent trim. On the south wall there are two openings with five

LI ySt SR LIAYGSR ¢622R R22NAIZ 2yS (GKIG 2LSya Ayidz2 GKS aidla
inch painted wood baseboard also continues across this wathitetting at the east wall. On the north wall, there is one

opening with the wood painted casing and asidgle y St SR LI AYGSR 622R R22NJ 0KIFG tSIR
illuminated signs above the restroom entrances look to be historic. On the edlstthere is the concession counter that

extends out from the wall itself and two wall openings into the house portion of the theater. The wall has white painted

wood vertical paneling and no baseboard. Above the large wall opening into the concessidissianorhistoric awning

covered with painted wood shakes. The concrete floor remains exposed in the concession stand. The two openings into the
auditorium flank either side of the concession counter and are finished with black curtains.

At the back othe auditorium are three small rectangular rooms, one for the concession stand and two for storage and
mechanical equipment. The south room has a window on the east wall that looks out into the auditorium. It is used as a cry
room in addition to storageThe cry room has a grey carpet in it and green floral wallpaper. The concession stand has white
vertical paneled walls, a white counter, concrete floor, and a sink on the south side. These rooms do not have the historic
wood casing around theirdoors. IKIS ST NI @ Moy nQas aK2NIfe | FGSNI ¢KS . Sy St
building, some seating was removed at the back of the theater to relocate the concession stand from the north business

room to its current location.

The auditorium is a longectangular room with a concrete floor that gradually slopes down towards the stage at the east

end. The original ceiling was a decorative, pressed tin barrel vault ceiling with exposed steel bow trusses. In 1929 a wood
fiberboard ceiling was suspended bel the trusses to help with acoustics. This wood ceiling remains and includes two
decorative sunburst designs, both over the central seating section with one towards the front of the stage and the other
towards the back of the theater. The seating has aB AA arrangement, with aisles separating the larger center seating

area from the smaller side sections. The floor is an epoxy painted concrete with carpet runners down the aisles that match
the carpet in the concession hall and front lobby. The north smuath walls are lined with pilasters at regular intervals.

Lights are mounted to the pilasters and sound absorbing material exists between them. The walls are painted burgundy and
gold to match the rest of the interior with a fodoot-high wainscot. Th& (i F 38 A& | LILINRBEAYIF GSt& mcQ
above the seating area at that end of the auditorium. The stage has been covered by modern carpet at an unknown date.
South of the stage are wood steps that lead up to the stage. In front of the proscefi@nking each side of the stage are

short wing walls set at an angle with a framed opening draped with curtains. Beyond the north wing wall are steps that lead
up to the stage level and through a wall opening into to the back of house. On top of tHewmg wall is a large vent.

Beyond this wall is a pair of exanly hollow metal doors with access directly to the exterior and an entrance into the
basement. The curtain for the stage is the original curtain, and its colors are used as the paleteer&st thf the building.

The back of house is mostly storage and props for the stage. The walls are concrete and painted halfway up with pink paint.
The floor is covered with carpet tiles. The entrance into the room has historic mortised casing in axddritan, and on

the north wall there is another door with similar trim that has been fixed in place. This served as a second means of egress
out of the space. There is a storage room used for props and scenery that is constructed of OSB board andl?x4s. O

south end of the room there is a loft used for storage, made accessible by a wood ladder. Directly below this loft is a large
mechanical space. There is also a spiral staircase towards the back of the stage that leads to the basement. This staircase
consists of wood treads with wood board walls and a metal pipe railing around the floor opening.

Attached to the back of stage is an extra space that was originally an apartment but has served a variety of businesses
overtime, including a photography stiscdand beauty shop.

Front Mezzanine
The mezzanine level is built above the commercial tenants, front lobby, and concession hall area at the front of the house.
'y W[ Q &aKILISR g22R aiul AN O20SNBR Ay Ol thaddit lokiby Atkhdtopio2 G K S
this stair is a wood door faced in tin. The original projection room remains located over the front lobby. At an unknown
date the projection room was extended over the recessed entrance. A large central wall opening paseietes from the
original projection room into what is now used as a workroom. A group of small wood windows is centered on the west
Fl el RS 20SNI221Ay3 GKS YINJjdzSS® hyS 2F (KS&S GgAyR264a Aa
acoustical tile ceiling remains above the original projection room while the workroom area has a plaster ceiling. Two small
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openings remain at eykevel in the east wall of the projection room, which was originally the historic back wall of the
auditorium. The north opening is for the camera while the south opening is for the projectionist to observe the film. The
entire projection room is constructed to be figroof.

On the north end of the original projectiooom is a wood door faced in tthat leads into an unfinished room used for

film and equipment storage. This room has historic wood flooring and exposed lathe walls. The exterior walls are exposed,
and the beams of the barrel vault are visible looking east through a small opening above thedauspemd ceiling. On

the west wall the top of the arch from the window is visible, along with its original wood trim. A small opening in the east
wall of this room provides access to the crawl space between the barrel roof and historic suspended wogdekilv the

steel bow trusses. It is here where one can see the historic, pressed tin ceiling, which originally adorned the barrel vault
ceiling in the auditorium and exposed steel bow trusses spanning across the auditorium in the north/south direction.

I YEFENNBg LI &aras +ro20S GKS GAO1SG 2FFA0S tSIFRa Strad 27
onto a platform above the concession stand. This platform is used for special lighting effects. The linear space between the
projedion room and lighting platform is not used for anything and is enclosed by a histofiefght wood framed wall on

the east side that hides the original plaster wall on the west side with a central pilaster.

Basement

The basement under the front of nge is accessed by the original wood staircase from the concession hall. The first run
reaches a concrete landing where the separation between the concrete foundation and interior block walls is visible. A
portion of the wall reveals the lathe behind théapter at this separation. The walls and floors are concrete except for the
south exterior wall where the concrete footing meets the clay tile blocks at about four feet and a small coal chute still
exists. Some of the original heating equipment, alongsigeodern water heater, also remains.

The basement under the stage consists of an open lounge, two dressing rooms, mechanical space, and restrooms. Access to
this basement is from the spiral staircase at stage level or from a door opening at the southtbedstage, as noted

previously. A third access point into the basement remains below the center of the stage but has been closed off at an
unknown date. This may have served as a route from the orchestra pit at the front of the stage to the basemelttorsh

from the auditorium and under the stage are fipaneled painted wood doors. These are like the other doors in the
oFasSYSyido ¢KS Fit22NJ Aa O2yONBGSET IyR GKS OSAftAy3a Aa | Y2
so arethe base and trim throughout the basement. The north wall is shiplap. It is unknown if there is a basement below the
apartment.

Integrity and Present Condition

The Zorn Theatre maintains a high level of integrity to illustrate its association with¢heation, entertainment and social
KA&ZG2NE 2F .Sy1StYlys IyR GKS /2YYSNOAIE . t201 Y20AS GKS
aspects:

w Location The location of the original building has been preserved as it has not been miecbuilding remains
located on the east side of the courthouse square, fronting Chief Street, the main thoroughfare through downtown.
The chosen location appealed to Zorn as it was close to downtown yet had the advantage of ample parking space and
faced tte courthouse square. The lots, which were vacant north of the theater at the time of construction, have since
been filled with stanealone commercial buildings, thus preserving this ideal.

w Designf ¢ KS GKSIFGiSNRa TFT2N¥YI VavedbeedweHmaintdihed. Zoiddrelv DspitaoRfroR $é | A £ 2
Hippodrome Theatre his father owned to create his own example of a Commercial Block movie theater in this region.
¢KS RSaA3AYy YR RSO2NIGA2YS gKAT S NIDorlbofMhak thets@all tdinmukigg = NI F
desired. On the exterior, the arched brick openings, large display windows, recessed entrance, and marquee have been
preserved. Interior features and spaces have also been maintained and contribute to the integrity ofltrgbui
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sense that the theater is indeed historic. During the period of construction, the property was bound on the south by a
gas station, west by the courthouse, north by vacant lots, and east by residences. Despite the commercial development
to the north, the immediate setting has changed very little over time. The gas station to the south (built around the
same time as the theat) and courthouse share a similar level of integrity. The alley at the back of the property also
remains.

MaterialsY 9 EOSLII F2NJ 42YS YAYAYlf NBLIANBI Y2aid 2F (GKS 0dzif
clay tile block walls, andood framed interior remain intact. The different colors of brick chosen for the main body of

the primary facade enhance the character and articulate the form of the building. Not only does the choice and
combination of materials reveal the preferencetbé owner and builder, but they also indicate the availability of

materials and technologies in this area during a specific period in history.

Workmanship The quality workmanship and durable materials used on this building have guaranteed its endurance
against weathering and deterioration. The brick detailing on the primary facade is proof of the skill and talent of the
original builders and craftsman who installed such work.

Feeling From the moment you arrive outside to the time you get insid§ thLINR LISNIi @ Qa FSStAy3a | &
intact because modern development and technologies have not encroached on its sightlines.

Associatioy ¢ KS LINRPLISNIieQa Faaz20Al A2y GAGK (GKS KAAUZ2NRO SOG°
intact. The Zorn Theatre remains as one of the most distinctive and identifiable buildings in Benkelman. The fact that

the theater is so well preserved is a sign of its practical design, how important it is to the history of the community, and
how worthy it isof preservation. An early patron of the theater would easily recognize the building if he/she were to

walk by it today.

Overall, the building is in good condition. Several of its historic elements remain and have been well maintained.

Future Plans

A grant has been secured and as of late 2020 work is underway to refurbish and restore the historic marquee on the front
of the theater. Further maintenance repairs are also underway on the front, west fagade which include paint touch ups.
Once additional fundare raised, the plan is to update the front lobby.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
6al Nyl a-£¢ Ay 2yS 2NJ Y2NB o632 (Enter categories from instructirs.)
property for National Register listing.) A: Entertainment/Recreation

A: Social History
C: Architecture

X A Property is assodiad with events that
- have made a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.
X C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, periodr
method of construction or represents the _ o
work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significar 1928¢ 1971
and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield

information important in prehistory or Significant Dates
history. 1929:Drop ceiling installed below tin ceiling
1950:North business room converted into a sweet sh¢
Criteria Considerations 1953:Firg theater in tristate area to show 3D movies

6al Nyl 6&-¢ Ay |ttt (GKS 02ESA
Significant Person

Property is: . L (Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)
A Owned by a religious institution or used N/A
for religious purposes.
B Removed from its original location.
____ C Ahbirthplaceor a grave. Cultural Affiliation
D A cemetery. N/A

A reconstructed building, object, or
E structure.
F A commemorative property.
G Less than 50 years of age or achieved Architect/Builder

significance within the past 50 years. Architect: N/A
Builder: C.J. Erickson
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Statement of Significance SummaBaragraph

¢KS %2NY ¢KSIGNB Aa t20Ftfte AAIYATFAOI-FEI MINB®DECltépianyAini 2 MdpT
the area of Entertainment/Recreation for its association with Edward & Marie Zorn, theater entrepreneurs, who continually
adapted to changes in the film industry and largely contributed to the entertainment sector of Benkelman and the

surrounding tristate area of Nebraska, Colorado, and Kansas. It is further significant under Criterion A in the area of Social
History as anxcellent example of a muipurpose movie theater that also functioned as a community center, where

residents of Benkelman and its neighboring communities gathered for social, commerce, celebratory, patriotic, and
commemorative events.

Finally, it is sigificant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture as an example of a Commercial Block movie theater
building type as identified in the Historic Movie Theaters in Nebraska Multiple Property Documentation Form. Built in 1928,
the construction ofthe Zogf ¢ KSIF GNB gl & | aeévoz2f 2F (GKS FlLYAfeQa &dz00Sa
Narrative Statement of Significance

Criterion A %A x AOA O - AOEA 1018680 211 A AO 306AAAOCOAEDI %l OOAPOAT A

In the 1920s, live theater and cinema both hagrasence in American society. Broadway and vaudeville were reaching

their peak and the cinema industry was growing too due to the improvement of sound in movies which made longer talking
films a reality. In Hollywood, numerous small studios were takem amd turned into larger studios, creating the Studio
System that would run American film making. These studios were releasing an average of 800 films a year during this
RSOIFIRSZ O2YLI NBR (i 2Asiuthahlpép@aiions odriinuidIoDooiFemaheoarde a part of city life

and continued to extend its influence to smaller towns across the country. Buildings began to be built for the sole purpose
of showing motion pictures in an attractive, sometimes luxurious, atmosphere. Most motion pitieaeets built in

Nebraska, outside of the urban centers, were relatively modest and owned and operated by local citizens.

9RGI NR %2NyQa 5NBFY (2 .S02YS | {dz00Saa¥dzZ 9y iNBLINBYSdzNJ

Those with a passion for the arts were among theyepioneers to seek out either an existing building or erect a new

building for the purpose of entertaining via the growing movie medium. One such individual was Edward Zorn, whose love

for entertainment and familiarity with the movie theater businessab8 R 2y KA & 26y Tl YAf &Q& SELIS
construct the Zorn Theatre in Benkelman, Nebraska in 1928.

9RGI NR | SNXIY %2Nysz a2y 2F tKAtALI WO yR alNAIF a{lydalé w
March 28, 1900. He grew up with swsiblings. In 1903, his parents moved to Colorado, residing on different farms near
Sedgwick and Julesbufgrhen when Edward turned seven years old, he moved with his parents to Julesburg where he
received his education and his father opened a bowding billiards half.

After graduating high school in 1918, Edward returned to Oshkosh where he began his own farming operations. On
November 23, 1920 he married Marie Josephine Vocke at Grand Island, Nebraska.

LY MpHOZ 9Rgl NRQAa LibnméeBhéaird in dulRsinigk Golomado Snd heAbegaiPwierking there part time
with his father and brother8 During this same timegdward was struggling on his farm. Several very dry years resulted in
low yields or even nowxistent crops and he began to loakother opportunities to make a living.

2CAT Y | A&l 2 NBwwdisité.dgDate Areess@di2® Octoh2n20.

S3G9RGENR | @ %2NY 5A SHe BénkizitBnPgst and NeWsACharorflBAbdust, €942, 1.

Ydt KA A LIndwiGraveMediota. Adcdssed 11 November 2020

(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/24185850/philip -zorn)

Sal AalG2NB®DE | AL RNRBYS | NIia htip:BhppobrotdbartscéndeScara/Byshistang  h O 2 6 SNJ +
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In June 1927 Edward ventured to Benkelman and purchased the Lyric Theatre and movie business from Leon L. Hines. The
Lyric Theatre was built around 1886 and was located across the alley to the west of the Farthbterchants State Bank

located at 601 Chief Street. In its early years the building was used by local musicians and patrons for dancing, dkating, an
Fy 200FaAz2yltt akK2ed [FGSNI 1 AYySa LIHz2NOKFASR . Spruliddrantl y Qa T A
moved it into the Lyric building. However, since Hines was operating the movie theater as a side business to his law firm,

the pressure of his other business led him to sell his interest to Edward.

9RGIF NRQ& LIJzNOKI &S eaknoblit@Bise] ad hJcaine tokh & Fain
well versed in the amusement business, his father owning theaters at Julesburg,
Colorado and Oshkosh, Nebrask®@R ¢ | NRQa &AaGSNE 9f Al
overseeing the theater over the course of the summeriluBtiward could arrange his §

odzarysSaa yR Y2@S KAia FrLYAte G2 .Syl iKS
influence in the education and training of young folks and that poor pictures are a |

RSGUNRYSyYy(d G2 | O2YYdzyA e o afplelinpdserdingA | X 1Ay
only the best of pictures, with clean comedy and good entertainment, growing as

O2YYdzyAlG& 3ANRgasz T2N) ¢S 1y2¢ GKFGE 2y | Oy |

During this time innovations in sourah-film were taking hold in Bllywood and
beyond and Edward knew to be successful he had to either update the old Lyric
Theatre or build a new, modern movie house more suitable for the changing film
technology. By August, Edward and his father purchased Lot 8, Block 44 within t} §
Secmd Addition of Benkelman for a price of $2,000 and began planning for a new
theater building? The lot was located at the north end of Main Street (now called
Chief Street) and appealed to him because it was close to downtown, had the
advantage of ample pking space for his patrons, and faced the courthouse squarFigure4: Portrait of Edward Zormhe

2AGK GKS LIH&aaAay3a 2F KA& Tl GKSNJ Ay ( kBenkelmanPostand News Chroniog 9 R g |
financial backing to fund the construction of the new theater building. Completed FePruary1928

1928, the newbuilding & nnQ E mMnnQ FyR 02yaidNHzOiSR 2F oNAO] FyR (At
9RGIF NRQa TFlLYAfed ¢KS YIAY SyiNryOS FIOSR ¢Said f2y3a / KAS
.Sy 1StYlFIyQa R2gyl(2¢ydihe@drThaatdeA f RAy 3 gl & yIl YS

The Lyric Theatre was vacated as a movie picture show house once the new Zorn Theatre was built. The last showing at the
[BNRO 6Fa a/ NI REfS {yIRitasSded dtérwarlyfor Cafidudlidas diBusimeSs, inogjthey ©
.Sy1StYlrYy IFGOKSNE FYR 9R 1@ /2EQ& [/ 2YYdzyAG&2{ §2NBT G Kdz&a

%2NY ¢KSIFGNBQa 5S0dzi 5dzNAy3 | ¢AYS 2F | yOSNIFAyGe
The new theater opened its doors for the first time on February 8, 1928, with the pragentd Mrs. Wallace Reid in the

Y2@AYy 3 LAOGAZINB LINBRdAzOGAZ2Y X a¢KS { | {Ay BwhilthiyTeature das § silenf
film, it was just months until sound films made their way to the market and the Zorn was ready.

’

..KS

In fect, they were one of the first theaters in this region to abandon the old and accept the new and in the years that
followed, Benkelman theater goers enjoyed many first run pictures. A downside of being on the cutting edge was that not

56 @ NA O / K I ThadBeidkelrhaRgstasdNéws Chronicte0 June, 1927, 1.

TabSg ¢KSI G§SNJ . dzA f RA Yhe BenkélhahPasGaRd NevgsyChréhicALigyisT, 4927, 1.

8/ KI yaS 27F FheBénkbnanPgsi and News Chropilelune, 1927, 5.

9 &x= the Benkelman Poahd News Chronicl@6 August 1927, 1.

Vgl § GKS [ @NRO ¢ KBe BeSkbllan Pdstraug dbkis ChropiiEgbiudy, 1928, 8.

g2 NI & | FGOKSNE / 2 YL yhe Bén&lmanPast anddeivsChrgnleSeBeMBeE, 4929, 1.
2 6Random Thouglat £he Benkelman Post and News Chroni8é-ebruary, 184, 2.

BagbSe %2NY ¢KIJheBé&kbmardRodt ahd Ne#<SChronlideFebruary, 1928, 1.
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everything worked moothly. By 1929, considerable work was already underway on the interior of the building to improve
GKS | O2dzaiA0ad ¢2 G2yS GKS GKSIGSNE | yS¢ 622R OSAtAy3d ¢

In 1930, Benkelmanative Ward Bond, who gotiffirst steps in the movie business taking tickets at the Lyric Theater for

aNW | AySas 4l a Fy I Oi2 N LIS NFLLNH that Sama yéar, g Warddin8 épidly inadé & S 142
name for himself in the talking picture field, Edward madee to feature his films knowing that the local connection would
FGGNI OG LI GNRyad 9RgIFINR SOSY YIRS Iy SEGNY STFF2NI (G2 KI O
¢CNF Af 2y b 3%n which he\alayed sstaiirky ¢ole. Tramglishows such as vaudevilles and comedians would

often come to the theater. Sometimes the theater would be fortunate in booking the screen version of the live shows, one

of which was the comedian group the Harry Dunbar players.

While the Great Depressiarrippled the global economy, bankrupting millions of people and prompting mass

unemployment, Hollywood reached a pinnacle of influence in society. The talking pictures provided Americans crucial relief
and a therapeutic diversion from this tough time wihii 2 NA S& GKI G F € Y2ad $iftdeledry19305,R a K I
an American movie ticket would buy a cartoon, a newsreekeaRire and the main film. In Benkelman during this period,

people also came to the Zorn Theatre with nickels and dimeg to sie theater to get relief from the heat, as it was well

equipped with a modern cooling system.

The Zorn Theatre remained successful throughout the Great Depression. Like other theater operators, Edward and Marie
had to expand the scope of their busss to maintain revenue while being frugal with overhead expenses. During this time,
they began to sell concessions to bring in additional revenue. They also ran double features. The Zorn was affiliated with
the major movie theater chain, Fox. Fox cong&dliwhich films the theater received, when and for how long. Independent
theater owners, such as the Zorn family, were usually forced to acquire films bydaoging, meaning they received one

or two highly desirable films and a larger amount of lowerdgrélms. Many shows were geared towards children, adults,
specific holidays, or current events.

With the success of the theater in Benkelman, Edward expanded his theater business. In March 1931, he purchased the

Gem Theatre from E.J. Walters in Trenthiepraska and took over management of the theater there, expecting to operate

it in connection with the Zorn Theatre. He made some changes and the interior was redecGidtadever, five months

later, an explosion in the projection room of the Gem Theataased fire damag® By November the Gem was repaired

YR NB2LISYSR gAGK ailtlASadeé LG Aa OdaNNByidfte dzylyz26y K2g
proceeds from the Zorn Theatre to go to farm sales and buy land for 50 cents aflsisrallowed him to get back into

farming’®l 2 6 SASNE G KS %2NY ¢KSIFGNB NBYIFIAYSR 9RgIFINR yR al NASQ

Zorn continued to keep pace with the nation in theater improvements, adding to his investment whenever possible to

improve his service In 1932, he replaced the original equipment, which had a mechanical, tin sound, with new equipment
GKFG NBLINRBRdAZOSR (KS @2A0S Ay | ylridd2NFrfz RAAGAYOG G2ySod «a
best in the state and further RR G2 G KS LJ2 LJdzt | NA (& 2 F 2 Additiodal imdroddinenks @nadied®d LJdzt | |
the mid-1930s included the installation of a Hertner transverter, automatic reflector arc lamps, sound screen to further

improve the sound quality and better presstation of good picture$! He also broadened his offerings by adding a news
ASNIAOSSET GONARYyIAYyI LAOGAINBAE yR @2A0Sa®27F GKS g2NIR ySga

14 Advertisement,;The Benkelman Post and News Chrondéviarch, 1980, 4.

15 Advertiement, The Benkelman Post and News Chropfidecembey 1930, 1.

% Bohn, Thomas W. and Richard L. Stromgiéght and Shadows: A History of Motion Pictufidsrd Edition, Mountain
View, CA: Mayfield Publishing Company, 1987.

7q ¢ NBy U 2 The G 8bétshbrz Frogressl8 March, 1931, 12.

BGCANB {GFNIa Ay ¢KSThéaBeBkelingh Pdstyatd NevdzERdpREEDctdbef, A ARNR.5 ¢

19 Oral History interview with Anitta Kitt (2020) by Abby Hegemann, Alley Poyner Macchietto Architecture, Inc.
g %2 Ny ¢KSIFGNB Lyadil fTheBenke$nan Ros alzg MewDChdrReDEFembeT, 4932, 1.

21 Zorn Theatre Advertisementhe Benkelman Post and News ChronleDecember, 1934, 5.

22The Benkelman Post and News ChronZTeSeptember] 935, 5.
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Zorn also paid attention to keeping his theater attractive. To better calh#itia to his establishment, he installed a large
two-O2t 2NJ yS2y airaly GKIFIG | €20t ySgall LISNJ 22dzNyFfAad Faas
K 2 dza?Srarthérmore in 1937, Edward designed and installed a new electric curtainioked a A f GSNJ a ONBSy =
past few cash nights has been drawing deep wine drapes from the sides of the stage across and in front of the silver screen
when the drawings take place. The electric device is operated from the projection booth amdypéhthat is used in all

the larger theaters. Elaborate drapes of the same material of which the curtain is made has been draped over the theater to
SYyKIFIyOS GKS o0Sl¥zie 2F GKS Ay dSNR2NWE

By August 16, 1940, Edward Zorn, his mother Santa, brotherdnahrister Pearl independently owned and operated four
theaters in the tristate area: located in Oshkosh, NE, Chappell, NE, Julesburg, CO, and Benkelman, NE. These towns were all
within close proximity of one another (the farthest being 130 miles betw@shkosh and Benkelman). This helped to

establish a reputation in the area amongst their patrons and assisted the Zorn family members by allowing them to share
advice on business trends. Edward attended to business matters in Denver quite often, securiiiigyeg¢o show in his

theaters.

On November 29, 1942, at the age of 42 years old, Edward passed away suddenly in his sleep at his ranch house a few miles
d2dziK 2F . dzNI Ay3id2yx /2t2NIR2 2y I YR KSsoKhiskealeybkisthess, i SR T
9RgI NRQa DNBI G 5SLINBaaizy Ay@gSaldySyida KFER | OOdzvydz I SR (2
acres of wheat. He had from 3@®0 head of cattle on the ranch and more than 100 head of hogs. His farming amihganc
business had grown to a point that he, like several others engaged in ranching operations, found himself greatly strained
through the lack of help. He made trips to the ranch whenever emergencies existed,
which sometimes was three weeks or only a f#ays, which meant his wife Marie was
managing the theater while he was away.

After Edward passed away, Marie took over the management of the theater and
continued to operate it with the same grand views KA OK g & &8 Ny @ Y
entertain their patronswith the best equipment possible and with the best and latest
movies. She continued to make improvements such as new movie projection and sot
equipment, a new marquee, carpeting, new seats and ac@iditioning system. It was
during this time that theoriginal wood seats were replaced with steel, pivot seats with
padded backs and wood arms. These seats were finished in aqua shade leather and

olFd01a | fA3IKG GlFly O2ft2NY» aLyadaSIR 2F L G AY
rows, Mrs. Zorn hasrranged them in an offset manner so that no one sits ahead of

FY20KSNE | LX Fy GKFG A% NRdRyiRR aiSKRS Aty (iSK 10¢
NE2Y YR YSOKIyAOIt Ot2aSdid sSNBS I RRSR 1zt A O
orderly family trade was the goal of the model theater, and with such a woman in chart

LI NByGa g2dzZ R FSSt O2YTF2NIIFof2 OoNAYy3IA NBy

Figure5: Portrait of Marie Zorn.
Photo courtesy of Anita Kitt.

Zorn Theatre Under New ManagemegntMerle Gwin

Fortunately, film attendance continued to grow and be strong tlylothe years of World War Il. During this time, Edward
YR al NASQa RIdzZAKGSNAE FIAGKTdzA €& (221 LINI AY YIAYOdlIAYyAy
ground that Edward had previously purchaskdNovember 1948, with her ginsarried and her husband deceased, Marie

23The Benkelman Post and News ChronZTeSeptember, 1935, 5.

#an2 Ny Lyaidltfta bSeg 9t SOheNBerRelmadit antl News @hondlelunef 193N { ONB Sy =
BabSe {SIFGa | yR [/ 22t ATYicBerikdinhay Foand HewsGhiddficl80 Julp,11948|5. > £

BFyller{f SSt Sesx YFGKSNRAYSS FyR YINBY 2FNR al KIENXP G9EKAOAGAY3
of Film Exhibition in the United States, 19a0po n ®¢ LYy WI yS DI ySas Asth RdSIWomdn&ilink £ = |y
Pioneers Project. Center for Digital Research and Scholarship, New York, NY: Columbia University Libraries, 2013. Web. 19
November, 2020.
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decided to retire and the theater was sdiol Merle Gwin of Denver. Gwin had been in the movie industry for many years as
a salesman for Radigeith-Orpheum Pictures (RKO). He moved his wife and family from Deniemkelman.

Over the coming years, Gwin made some physical improvements, modernized the film projection equipment, and exhibited
GKS ySgSaild FAaAtvYyad Ly mopn KS RRSR | a¢6SS0i aK2L) Ay (KS y
lights were removed from the ceiling and rear lights operating from a rheostat control enabled the management to raise

and lower the brilliance of the auditorium lights, especially during periods of crowd movement. New aisle lights provide
illuminationfort KS alF FSie 2F GKS OdzaG2YSNA | YR Y &dnSapleifer 10583 K i a | F
Zorn Theatre movie patrons were the first in thegdtate area to see 3D movies, as Gwin brought the great outdoor epic
GC2NI ¢Aé Ay ,tofhe theater. ttwasakgWAfitProceddhat received much enthusiasm in the cities;
K26SOSNE Al NBIdZANBR AYGNAOFGS yR SELISY&ADS LINBLI NI GAZ2Y
G2 GKSARI LI GNRYya&DE

aSNI S ¢ Fstto sho $hreédimansion features and pioneered CinemaScope in the territory, being the first theatre

in a hundredmile circle to bring the new process to its patrons. The theatre had a following from all surrounding towns and
maintained a large mailinst of regular outof-ii 2 gy O dz&°Cireh&Nddpebrought a new dimensional photographic

marvel that did not require the use of special glasses to give depth adikéfproportions to everything within the scope

of the camera. Tothe casualtheateri § SY RSS> G(KS AYLERZNIIyYyOS 2F GKS G(KSI G§SNDa
development of film projection may not have been appreciated, but to those who were abreast with the industry, it was

hailed with great zest and enthusiasm. As part of adapthe CinemaScope technology, the stage and front of the theater

were remodeled, and a new wide screen installed. Other improvements to the projection mechanism and sound equipment
brought the transmission of liféke pictures and thrilling Stereophorsound, which placed the patrons in the midst of the

screen as sounds emerged from all parts of the theater instead of just from the screen, as in the former process. The

aSt SOGSR 2LISyAy3 FSIGdzZNBE LINBaSydl A2 yimadenidBeSver/byilegedl YI { O2 LIS
boosters who urged him to bring the film to the Zoth.

A vital role of the theater manager was to secure the latest films.

In 1955, Gwin was invited to the Met@oldywna | @ SN & 06 a{D&Rf0f MR | BNilya K2 LIz Q | 2y S
meeiAy3d 2F fSIRAYy3I GKSIFIGSNI YSYy FTNRY GKS w201@& azdzyidl Ay |
was to convey to theater owners and managers, ideas for attracting greater patronage at theiffices.

Hollywood was introducing better attractions wtiae many new screen techniques including, wide screen,

CinemaScope, VistaVision, stereophonic sound, etc. The campaign promoted the idea that if local theater men

plan his advertising campaigns to take advantage of this public alertness to the new pibtiresuld benefit

at the boxoffice as well as guarantee his patrons will not miss any attractions for which they have developed

gKIG GKS (NoRSFORIta Wol yi

Marie Zorn Regains Ownership of the Zorn Theatre

Despite all these efforts to keep wyth the latest technology, a combination of factors, including competition with the

television and the postVorld War Il baby boom, led to dwindling movie attendance and sales at the Zorn Theatre, along

with theaters throughout the United States by the5. This ultimately pushed Gwin to close the theater in January
19572DgAy az2fR (KS o0dzarAySaa ol O1 (2 al NRS -opedingifeatirg®Paoppp T @ ¢ K

76 %2NY ¢ KSF GNB b S| NBETheOBEReln2ai Post Snd Rldivs GhkogRelulé? 1825 K
Ba2NY ¢KSEFGIGNB { 022 L&z dWBankelngh PdsKapdiNewsThranideSeptember, 1953, 1.
241%2NY ¢KSFGINB (@St/S@MBA 2y {AWIRS ®AGA2Y CZNEBEnkeln@AROM and 2 { dz2
News Chronicle24January, 1957, 1.
VGQCEKS w268Q LA %2NYyQa Che\Berkelnah Bo& dnid Nevg CfonieNBea1954 0 G A 2 v = ¢
g. dz2d adzOK 5SAANBR CAf Yhe BénkelmanPgspahiblew2Obrbr&lelanBabyii 1055315 €
24 12 NYSYLIYSE Y'Yy 51 NJ T 9 ©Bax NS Febrdaly y195i, NC 5 Sy O3S NE ¢
Ba 2 Ny ¢ K LILICENG { (e BerRelnan Post and News ChronitBeApril, 1957, 1.
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of southwest Nebraska and northwest Kansas had become accustanikd tatest in fine pictures made available to them
by the Zorn Theatre. She had the theater open every night of the week. Marie had earned the trust of the desirable family
trade through special events, discount nights, and catering to children.

Zorn heatre Leasedo Marvin Sigwing

At the age of 63, Maribegan toleasell KS %2 N} ¢KSI G§NB (2 atimdBhbtyggraphardmid tiesideft A I 6 A y :
of Benkelman. From 1964 to 1978, Sigwing managed the theater and operated the Sigwing Photograptip Stediack

2F GUKS o0dAfRAY3Id 'ad GKS yS¢ YIYylFI3ISNE KS RSaAAIYIFGSR at | NB
nights.

Due to the continued increase in television viewership and the small population in the area, the movie crouallgrad

decreased to a point where Sigwing decided to close the Zorn Theatre in August df $8§®ing relinquished his lease

and the theater building was purchasefilom the Zorn familyy a group of civic minded citizens with hopes of preserving

the theater and keeping it operating as a functional movie theater. This group created-adB FA G O2N1I2 NI GA2Y
.Sy 1StYlFY /dzf GdzNF € ! Nla / SyGadSNWwe ¢KS o0dzAt RAy3 OdzZNNBy Gt &
and again in 2007. Detie being faced with constant financial problems over the years, resilient volunteers have kept it up

and running. Several families help make popcorn and sell concessions. First run movies are shown on Fridays, Saturdays,
and Sundays in the spring, summand fall. It continues to be a sougfter venue for community plays, blue grass

concerts and special performances. Currently, there is seating for 375.

Criterion A: Social HistoryRole of the Zorn Theatreas a Multipurpose Community Center

The fomation and presence of movie theaters in communities across Nebraska was and continues to be important to the
NBIAz2yQa &a20Alt KA&AG2NRS® 58aA3aySR FT2N) G4KS 3I+FGKSNAy3I 2F f
theaters tended to baised as multpurpose buildings that provided assembly space for lectures, meetings, concerts, films,
performance, and even certain types of sporting events.

This was the case at the Zorn Theatre, which over the course of its period of significareenadsioas a community center

for the people of Benkelman. People gathered at the Zorn for various social, commerce, celebratory, patriotic, and
commemorative events, giving the theater a purpose and value beyond the entertainment shown on the screen. Whil
these community events did entertain people, the main goal was to bring people together from all walks of life to raise
funds, educate, and/or promote the welfare of society. By spending time with family, friends, and others in the community,
these evens also nurtured healthy relationships and were a great networking opportunity for working with professionals
and leaders within the community. For local participants and spectators, the theater experience at these events further
sparked imagination, concémtion, and social awareness.

[ 20t 2NBIFIYATFGA2ya &adzOK a4 GKS ! YSNAOLY [S3TA2yI 22YFyQa
organizations were committed to sponsoring programs and events within the community to better morahgsidal

conditions, especially with the youth. They also operated exclusively for educational and charitable purposes, including the
promotion of community welfare. It was common practice for members to volunteer or participate in sponsored events,
whichencouraged social opportunities and selfprovement. Majority of their events featured live entertainment and

showcased local talent. For events at the Zorn, that meant close cooperation and collaboration with the theater manager to
ensure the event rasmoothly and was a success. While the Zorn Theatre was not used on an annual basis for long by any
one group, it was continually used for outreach by all and known as a place that would welcome a variety of events.

In the early years, the Zorn Theatre svased as a venue for American Legion boxing matches. Boys from Benkelman and
FR22AYyAYy3 (26ya Ay &a2dziKégSad bSoNrall FyR /2f2NFR2 LI NIA

34 Box OfficeAugust 13, 1979
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at the Zorn Theatre filled its capacity and gave thgibg fans one of the best exhibitions every presented in the city. The
LYLISNREFf RNHzY FyR 0dz3tS O2NlJA FyR GKS {G2N®E RIyOS o6lyR ¥

¢CKS 'YSNRAOIY [S3IA2Yy AY MpHy Al @BRKI 2 @E82AISc hINE R0O201 A @ ¢za OY §
masculine creation being transformed to effeminate gracefulness, touching the high spots in choruses, ballet dances, Gypsy
a2y3 YR RIYOKS yH2OISNEDET &SN G§KSe T Bdalipeapldar characuzg. i [ dzOA | .

In 1932, charity entertainment was held at the Zorn Theatre around Christmas to bring Christmas cheer to poor families of
GKS O02YYdzyAied { SNBAOS Of dzoaz &adzOK Fa GKS . Syhitgt YIy 22YL
entertainment at the Zorn Theatre, which was furnished for vocal numbers, tap dancing, and performances. Music was
provided by members of the local school band and orchestra organizationsJaéné LJ I @ 06& GKS 22YIl yQ3
another play by highchool talent3” Admission to the show was ten cents alongside donations of nonperishable foods,

which were taken at the box office.

LY MoppcE | 22YFyQa /tdo GFiSyid akK2s G2 o0SySTAGBGKS 200 ¢

SmallgrozLJd Ay YSINbeée (G2é6ya ¢2dzZ R [ faz 200Fairzylfte dzAaS GKS !
presented their 3act comedy play to a local audience at the Zorn Theater Monday night. The title of the comedy was

W/ tdzooAy3 | | dzave pregertedihe playSit Parksirid &ré pldamhing on presenting it to a Haigler audience
az22% ¢

To help fund trips to larger towns nearby to compete in musical contests, the Benkelman High School Glee Club would often
hold plays at the theater and have tBeNOK S&A G NJ LI & o6 Ol INRdzyR YdzaAO0Od a¢KS aol
to make the play a success by your financial aid. The proceeds for the evening were $106.25. The expenses of the opera will
be around $70, leaving a net profit of about $85148Bbx suppers were held at the theater in which after a picture show,
02ES& 62dA R 0SS a2ftR & | Fdzy RNI A &-fouyfthl theSsainFo? allfickets 8atdinS LINE OS S
advance will go to the high school and used to buy stage equipiféPést juniorsenior prom theater parties were also
O02YYZ2y |G GKS %2NYy ¢KSFINB® a¢KS YARYAIKG akKz2g ogFa | NNy
YIE1S GKS LINRY I YSY2NlIo6ftS 200 arzyoé

The Benkelman Chamber of Commerce and Dundy @dtartm Bureau also used the Zorn. Since the theater had a raised
stage, screen, and was well suited for acoustics, it also served as a great venue for lectures and auctions. Several lectures
sponsored by the Benkelman Chamber of Commerce, were giveritevgears. These included a program in 1928, in
GKAOK a2 d. & W2Kyazzy 2F DNBStSex /2t2NIR23 gAtft 3IABS | €8S
%2NY ¢KSFGSNE AYYSRAIFGStE F2ff2Ay3 (KSNBRDEZAAYSaaySyQa al
LY Mdgocx GKS FFGESNYy22y LINRPINIY 2F GKS |yydzadt 5dzyRe& [/ 2dzy/i
been planned to hold this meeting in the district court room, but officials soon discovered that the seating capacity would

be inadequate to take care of the large gathering. Even the Zorn Theatre which has a seating capacity between five and six
Kdzy RNBER gl a Fty2ad FAff SR 0ST2NEe méeing praviNg mstdictive tilksRy LIN2 OS SR
prominent local representaves and plays and music by local clubs.

BG[ S$3A2y . 2EAY3I /I NETheBénkeBnBr(PSst sind Neyis Chroritfe Apiil NLB2g, 3.5 ¢

BgCc2ffASA /I LI dzZNBa ¢ Fhe BenkeyhaniPgsand NeBsaCBrghitTeFébkuary, 4928 1.

Tq/ KENRGE 9y dSNIF Ay YSyThe Befikelivtad R4t ad Slénis CHrofEiofeBemnbet, IR 1.

38 The Benkelman Post and News ChropléeNovember, 1956, 5.

¥t P Ny a /fdzm [ I RABaBenkilBan SostiandiNews EhrdnBlek&bmiary, 1928, 1.

041 AIK { OK22f h LIS NBThé BenkéliBed Rdtzand NaGBronjcléBD Gl&réh A1828, 1.

g . ®I ®{ drhetBenkeSrarzFost and News ChronileFebruary, 1928, 3.

2aWF e 0SSa 9y i SNS YA NIhE BB ay @nstiardMews ChronieMay, 1960, 1.

By . SIy [ dzZ Gdz2NB [ SO oINS Bebkelmdi PostiaiiINGwWsS RbropikdaAmils 1928, 5.

“aClFNY)Y . dzNBl dz aSSiAy3 5 NBhe Behkdldas Postiand SlghR EhyfodileFebrazBya1R36 813 £
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During the 1950s, during the annual Dundy County Farm & Home Days, educational programs were held at the Zorn
CKSFONB gAGK alLISF{SNARE RAA&AOdzaAAY I | INA Odzt G dzdbiinfereskttg R K2 YS
farmers at the Zorn Theatre when Dr. S.W. Alfred and Richard Ford of the University of Nebraska will speak on subjects of
great interest to everyone in the farming business. In the afternoon, a special program will be held for women on the
iYLRNIFYyG adzoaSO0iG 2F W[AIKGAYT Ay (GKS 12YS0Q D®ENEAE RI Ddzi

For several years, public land auctions were also held at the Zorn Theatre.

The theater owners themselves also contributed to the commueiitgrts. Under the Zorn ownership, there were free

movies, especially around Christmas when Santa Clause came and passed out treats. Merle Gwin also held an annual free
GKSFGSNI LI NIIie 2F OKAf RNBY RdzZNARyYy 3 (K SeBerkdlidlad Ghxmbarofa S| a2y & d
/ 2YYSNDSQa FANRG / KNRAGYF& aSrazy S@Syid G GKS LI NLe i
GKS GSNNAG2NER YR gAff FSIFGdz2NE (KS aK2gAy3d 2TUNBOEAYS K2 N

CAyltftes GKS %2NYy sta | LXFTOS F2NI LI IGNAR2GAO YR 02YYSY2N.
Theatre. The exercises will be in charge of the American Legion and will consist of music by the high school orchestra,
quartetted St SOGA2yazx SGO® FyR GKS | RRNBaa oAt¥ oS 3IABSY o0& |

Criterion C: Zorn Theatre as a Commercial Block Movie Theater

Several existing features and spaces within the Zorn Theatre represent those defined by the ahBtwsk Theater
associated property type under the National Register of Historic Places, Multiple Property Listing, Historic Movie Theaters i
Nebraskéf®

The Zorn Theatre was a purpeisailt movie house that included space to lease, providing a secewehue stream to the
theater owners in addition to movie ticket and concession sales.

A defining feature of this commercial block theater is the fact it includes two separate rooms which flank the main entrance
and were used for commercial purposes at tireund floor. Although these two commercial rooms were small, they were
especially well suited to specialty shops.

A moderate sized room north of the front lobby was used for a variety of commercial tenants over the years, including the
Benkelman Shoe 8hLJE NIy o6& w2eé . SyySi omdH dovdotcSi SNERS yaQ AN yROAE2 . 9f
(19421948). When Gwin became operator of the theater he decided to use the front beauty shop space for a concession
stand, and Marion Shaw moved her beautyp to the Dr. Permer building intowh.y G KS S| NI & M™Mhey n Qa> &
Benkelman Cultural Arts Center purchased the building, some seating was removed at the back of the theater to relocate

the concession stand from the north business room to itsent location. The south business room, which is smaller, was

also designed to be leased space and the Rath Jewelry store used it for a short period during 1949. Otherwise, this room

was used as an office for the theater manager and for storage purposes.

When Sigwing owned the theater, the apartment at the back of the theater became his photography studio. Today the
former apartment houses a beauty shop.

The Zorn Theatre functioned as a neighborhood theater. Intentionally built as a movie theatehjdted features such as a
welcoming entry and sizeable lobby. Within the main auditorium was a sloped floor, comfortable seats offset from one

BECHNY 3 | 2YS  5ThesBénkdinhad PO&t Ankl NeivaE GhroniBeApr, 1952, 1.
Bae¢KSEFGONSE t I NI & ThHe Benkelmand2bsRand Ne@s@CErgniEDEcember, 1949, 1.
“4aSY2NARLEE 51 & 9ESNDA &S &FheBenkelmén Posddn®NelvdiChrar@Adyay, tRSB 1. (i NB X £
48 Jennifer Honebrink, ChrisJansén AGf Ay . Syid2ys g /1S aAfftSNE al A&d02NRO &
Documentation Form, (pending NPS review), July 22, 2020.
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another to allow for better viewing of the screen/stage, good ventilation, and subtle lighting. There wiasecstage for
musical accompaniment. Other amenities include a cry room, public lounge, and concessions area. The ticket office was
f20FGSR 2FF G(KS FTNRy(d f200eé> 6AGK AYYSRAIGS | O00Saa Ayiaz

The ficade of the building fits into the rhythm of its commercial counterparts. The feature on the front that sets it apart is
the large overhanging marquee spelling out the movie offerings and the name of the theater. The fagade design included a
lit marquee b indicate the presence of the theater. A pair of double doors with large lites looking into the lobby, recessed
entry, and space to hold movie poster advertisements provide further visual ques to people passing by.

This theater continues to incorporatmasic features related to live performances such as a stage, orchestra pit (currently
KARRSY dzy RSNJ (iKS aidl3Svoz YR RNXaaiAy3a NrR2Ya yR Ly | 002N
Multiple Property Listing, these were common to conmaial block theaters. Specific components and spaces such as the

screen and projection booth were also important. Screens were positioned within the proscenium, set behind the opening

to create a shadow box effect. The projection booth was set above titrg Exbby, opposite the screen. There were lens

ports in the projection room. Observation ports used by the projection operator ensured they had full view of the screen.

¢KS RS&aA3Ay gl a GFAft2NBR (2 9R&I NR 39 eneedddn8 deshr2shojttiza o6 dzZRIS G =
prospective audience. The design shared similar characteristics of those found in the Hippodrome Theatre in Julesburg,
Colorado. The building is 40 x 140 feet and constructed of fireproof construction consisting of bricke tiagki, concrete

YR aGS8Stad tNA2NI 2 (GKS moppnQazx Yzad Y2@0AS FyR LIK2G23INI LI
could selfexplode when exposed to high temperatures in front of a hot mqvigector beam. Thus, special attentioras

made to the construction of the projector room to ensure it was fireproof. Tin was wrapped over the face of the wood

doors and thresholds. The interior of the main theater includes a stage approximately 16 x 40 feet and an orchestra pit 7 x

18 feet. Tle main theater is 26 feet high at the highest point. The entire floor is of concrete, sloped in the auditorium down
towards the front of the stage. At the time the theater was constructed, the seating capacity was 600 people. Modern

opera chairs were instied throughout the auditorium. The original design had electric drop curtains and modern stage

fittings. Currently, the stage is a raised wood platform covered by modern carpet. Wing space, at the sides of the stage and
rear stage allow for multiple entreces and exits for performers.

The design of the theater was first to provide the optimum conditions for the audience to experience a theater
performance and second to aid the performers in achieving the fullest expression of their art form. When tHéhZatme
opened it had the latest hot air fan system installed to ensure perfect heating comfort, while a modern cooling system was
provided during periods of warm weather. The original wood pivot seating allowed someone to easily get up without
botheringthe other patrons. A 3eat section of the original wood seats remains within the concessions lobby near the
YSyQa NBaiNR2Y (2RI&®

The Zorn Theatre is an example of an end stage theater, in that the audience is only on one side of the stage. Such stages
are often rectangular or square. These types of stages are thought to focus the full attention of the audience onto the
LINE RdzOGiA2y® 9yR adGl3Sa faz2 AAYLIATEe o0f201Ay3T ft26Ay3
also simplify thedisplay of scenery and special effects. The house of an end stage theater can take on a rectangular shape,
leaving the audience facing the same direction. The Zorn shares these chatefiténg attributes.

One variety of an end stage theateristher® Sy A dzyz 2NJ aLGlFf ALy adefSé GKSFGISND ¢
the house by a wall with a large arched opening that allows the audience to see through from the house to the stage as if
looking through a frame. Throughout history, proscenistages have been fitted with aprons or fore stages that carry the

stage through the arched opening into the house and thus make it a variation on the end stage form. Traditionally, actors

did most of their performing on the apron, which left the parttbé stage behind the arch to be used primarily for scenery
andsceneOK I yIAYy 3 8§ KA LIYEEHE D2 NA dzY 2N WK2dzaSQ Aa (GKS &aLJ O0S 20C

Yl AftREYI CNIYylftAY W a¢KSI GNB C2 NI a dBurrisNkkeid Hafold \addEea@IZY ©@  H 1 H .
Cole, Theatres and Auditoriumg ed., 1975.
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stage support spaces are referred to as backstage spaces. Backstage spatelsdamiessing rooms, rehearsal space,
and green rooms (actor lounges).

& ¢ K S -oFHeBse fécilities provide for the needs of the audience before, during, and after a performance. Those needs
include how the audience members get information about afg@enance. Front of house facilities can include
SYyiNlIyOSakSEAGA (2 G(KS o6dzAf RAYy3IZ f 2060AS4aI50AdditionalSpacegfdrf A OS =
heating, ventilation and air conditioning, for cleaning the building, and aoeoffir the theater manager may also be part

of the front of house.

! IANBLFG RSEHE 2F FGGSyaGAz2y A& LI Adthoiis? fadilifieSthaRa®BeSeeNbyihe 2y 2 F
audience, and of the exterior of the theater building. Such dation varied from spectacularly grand to remarkably plain.

Ly SIOK AyaidlyO0Ss GKS RSO2NI}IGA2Yy NBTFTESOGa (GKS 26ySNkRSaA
be appropriately inviting to the audience and what will put the audieincie most receptive mood for the type of
LISNF2NXYIyOS (KSé gAff &S SELSNASYOAY3I Ay (KS GKSI GSNWe

The Zorn Theatre continues to exhibit several distinctive features which help to distinguish it as a Commercial Block movie
theater with an end stage layoultilizing a proscenium. At mistage there is a large arched opening, which is covered by
curtains from the house side. Behind the central curtain within this opening sits a modern speaker system set within wood
framed boxes on top of nehistoric wood famed platforms. The stage continues to extend through the arched opening

and into the auditorium. Historic stage lights remain situated at the front edge of the stage. Although the seats have been
replaced overtime, the auditorium remains its A, B, A septirrangement. The open volume and sloped floor within the

F dZRAG2NRdzY O2YYlIYR (KS @ASgSNNa GdGdSyadazy G26FNRa GKS ai
The sunburst designs on the historic fiberboard ceiling remain and prodtimpse of the past. The front and back of

K2dzaS FI OAftAGASE NBYIFIAY (NHzS (2 GKSANI 2NRIAYIE AyiSydaoe h
this is a beautiful, historic movie theater.

Conclusion

The Zorn TheatreisloéaR  AaA IYAFAOlLI yi FNBY wmMdbHy (22 SpNIUNaiOEtéricnSA\M Ay &S
the area of Entertainment/Recreation for its association with Edward & Marie Zorn, theater entrepreneurs, who continually
adapted to changes in the filmdaostry and largely contributed to the entertainment sector of Benkelman and the

surrounding tristate area of Nebraska, Colorado and Kansas. It is also significant under Criterion A in the area of Social
History as an excellent example of a mpltirpose novie theater that also functioned as a community center, where

residents of Benkelman and its neighboring communities gathered for social, commerce, celebratory, patriotic, and
commemorative events. Finally, it is also significant under Criterion C mrdaeof Architecture as an example of a

Commercial Block movie theater building type as identified in the Historic Movie Theaters in Nebraska Multiple Property
Documentation Form. Built in 1928, the construction of the Zorn Theatre was a symbol of thedafa a dzO0Saa Ay
business.

The Zorn Theatre has long been a landmark in the community, known for its quality entertainment brought about by daily
moving picture exhibitions while also serving as a community center and providing a meetingndesecial and cultural

hub for community activities and fundraising events. By servingthe tril 6§ S NBX3IA 2y Qa LI GNRyasz GKS
Fy AYLERNIFYd NRtS Ay F2a0SNRAy3a (KS G26yQa SYydaGSNIFAYYSY

The Zorn Theatre best peesents the success of Edward and Marie Zorn for a variety of reasons. As theater entrepreneurs,
0KS %2 NY Qa-seienfeyrs in thedZSry Théatre in Benkelman. Although Edward and his immediate family
managed four other theaters in Oshkosh, Chappéknton, and Julesburg, this is the only building that was built as a direct
result of the growth and success of their combined ventures. This successful family business was founded on a set of core

Ol At REYI CNIYlftAYy W a¢KSI GNB C2 NI a dBurrisNkkei, Hafold \aGd EGV@RRIC.O H 1 H .
Cole, Theatres and Auditorium& ed., 1975.
51 bid.
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values and philosophies which included wanting toteeserve the people of the community and willingness to adapt to
change. The Zorn Theatre has continuously brought first rate entertainment to Benkelman and the surrounding community
through its ability to show first run and firsate films. It continueso be a strong influence in the entertainment of Dundy
County and the trstate area of Nebraska, Colorado and Kansas.

Finally, the Zorn Theatre continues to exhibit several distinctive features which help to distinguish it as a Commekcial Bloc
movie theater.
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Figure6: Sitemap showingBenkelmagf groximity tothe Colorado and Kansas borders. Also located are other taukese theZorn
family owned other theatersHighlightng by APMASource: Google Earth, 2020.
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Figure7: Zorn Theatre Location Map. The thesis located just east of the center of the town of Benkelman, a few blocks north and west
of the railroad tracks that form the southern kter of the town. Highlighting by AMPA. Source: Google Earth, 2020.
Latitude/Longitude: 40.050521101.532562°.
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Figure8: Zorn Theatre Site Location. The therds bound by Chief Street at the west and an access road to ste &#istoric gas station
occupies the lot to the south, andfinessbuilding occupies the lot to the north. Highlighting by APMA. Source: Google Earth, 2020.
Latitude/Longitude: 40.050521101.532562°.
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Zorn Theatre

Figure9: 1931 Sanborn Map of Benkelman pages 2Arrow indicates Zorn Theatre location at the north enc
the downtown. Highlighting by APMAot to scale.
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